SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 30 AUGUST 
2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............445 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the bulletin 
mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 


THE SARL HF CW CONTEST THIS AFTERNOON 


7 SEPTEMBER IS THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1820 SETTLERS 


and 


THE SARL VHF WORKSHOP ON 12 SEPTEMBER 2020 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 


THE SARL HF CW CONTEST THIS AFTERNOON 


The last of the SARL HF Contests is the CW Contest and will be on the air from 
14:00 to 17:00 UTC this afternoon with activity on 80, 40 and 20 metres. The 
exchange is an RST report and a serial number starting at 001. Submit your 
log in ADIF or Cabrillo with a summary sheet or make use of the downloadable 
MS Excel spreadsheet, which includes the summary sheet. The logs must reach 
the Contest Committee at zs4bfn@mweb.co.za by no later than 23:59 CAT on 
Sunday 6 September 2020. Turn to page 35 of the 2020 Blue Book for the rules. 
Please do not submit any PDF or JPG documents. 


THE SEPTEMBER RADIO ZS 


The September issue of Radio ZS has been available for download since Friday 
28 August. In this 80 page issue we ask, “what do you talk about” and we 
look at the Solar Minimum Superstorm of 1903. We look at Around the World 
Pico Balloon, digital radio modes, and Tjerk, ZS1J explains his new QO-100 
transceiver. We have a look at Songs and Films related to Amateur Radio and 
the YL Beam carries a story from World War 2. We look at when HAMNET 
is not about Emergency Communications and the Museum Piece looks at some 
old radios that rock! 


7 SEPTEMBER IS THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1820 SETTLERS 


ZS18205S is a special call sign registered by the Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio 
Society (PEARS) to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the arrival of the British 
Settlers on Thursday 7 September 1820. The call sign has been heard around 
the world and throughout South Africa - landing a special QSL card in the inbox 
for many amateurs. 


Monday 7 September marks the arrival of the British Settlers - to the day! To 
commemorate this, members of PEARS will operate a field station at the iconic 
Donkin Reserve in Port Elizabeth. Port Elizabeth, of course, gets its name from 
the wife of Sir Rufane Donkin who was the acting governor at the Cape at the 
time of the Settler’s arrival. 


Anyone contacting the station will get a special QSL card in their e-mail - and 
not just the normal ZS1820S card either, but one marking the special day. A 
card from a “special event station for a special event!” While propagation is 
what it is, PEARS will operate (SSB) from 04:00 until about 09:00 UTC on 80, 
40 and 20 m as conditions dictate. 


THE 2020 LIGHTHOUSE AWARD 


On page 49 to 51 of the August 2020 issue of Radio ZS and in SARL News 
of 2 August 2020, you will the information about the 2020 Southern African 
Lighthouse Award! Send your log of all QSOs made on 22 and 23 August 
(lighthouses and other radio amateurs) to secretaryQsarl.org.za by Monday 31 
August 2020. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


THE SARL VHF WORKSHOP DATE CONFIRMED 12 SEPTEMBER 2020 


The SARL/AMSAT SA VHF workshop will be held on Saturday 12 September 
from 10:00 - 13:00 on the BlueJeans platform. Note the new date, a week 
earlier than originally announced. The agenda includes presentations about 
Meteor Scatter, two new AMSATSA Yagi’s, a multi-mode beacon system, a 
fresh approach to noise monitoring and the importance to include the VHF 
bands. 


The registration fee is R20 for SARL and AMSATSA members and R50 for 
non-members. Students can register free with their student number or school 
details. The registration form will be available from Monday on the SARL and 
AMSAT home pages. To pay by debit or credit card, go to www.amsatsa.org.za. 


THE WEST RAND FLEA MARKET 


The West Rand ARC’s planned boots sale for 5 September will go ahead. We 
invite you to come to sell your goods as in the past, however strict health 
protocol will be observed and rules like “No mask, No entry” will be enforced. 
We like to remind all, that the pandemic is not over and persons with underlying 
conditions should be cautious and reconsider attending. The Gate will open 
at 10:30 for refreshments and 11:30 for vendors to set up, trading starts at 
12:00. Only 50 persons will be allowed in at a time. You are welcome to book 
a stand in advance, as only every second one will be filled to ensure social 
distancing. Vendors, please book well as head of time to ensure your space 
is reserved. To book, call Phillip, ZS6PVT on mobile 083 267 3835 or e-mail 
to zs6pvt@gmail.com 


During a special committee meeting the past week, the West Rand ARC Club 
Committee appointed an interim Chairman and Secretary. This follows the un- 
timely passing of Geoff, ZS6C due to COVID complications. The appointments 
are until the Club AGM planned for October. Phillip van Tonder, ZS6PVT 
will fill the role of Chairman and Anthony Rouquette ZS6ANT the interim 
Secretary. 


CONTEST RESULTS 


The provisional results of the SARL HF Digital Contest. Nine logs were received 
for the HF Contest held on Sunday 16 August. 253 QSOs were made during 
the contest with FT8 the most popular mode. Two participants also used JT4, 


JT9, JT65, AMTOR, BPSK31, QPSK31, FSK31, MFSK, RTTY and Packet. 
The results for each mode were published in HF Happenings 914. 


Overall results: 

1st Jan Botha, ZS4JAN — 197 points 

2nd Eugene Lindemann, ZR4EM - 81 points 
3rd Danie Schnetler, ZS6DPS — 42 points 


Highest score on a single band - Charles le Roux, ZS1CF 


Club Competition: 

1st the Bloemfontein ARC — 197 points 
2nd the West Rand ARC — 81 points 
3rd PEARS -— 37 points 


Overall Club Competition: 

lst PEARS — 449 points 

2nd the Bloemfontein ARC — 346 points 
3rd the West Rand ARC — 264 points 


Provisional Results of the SARL-95 40 m Club Sprint. The contest committee 
received 36 logs for the fourth leg of the 40 m Club Sprint, 1 log was not allowed 
— the Club call sign was used. 


1st the West Rand ARC — 602 points (15 logs) 
2nd the Bo-Karoo ARC — 410 points (6 logs) 
3rd the Hibiscus ARC — 214 points (5 logs) 


After the 4 legs: 

1st the West Rand ARC — 3 660 points 
2nd the Bo-Karoo ARC — 1 348 points 
3rd the Boland ARC — 732 points 


THE PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to remain 
at low levels. There are currently no sunspot regions visible. If you want to do 
your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the 
week will be around one. The 20, 30 and 40 m bands will, especially around 
sunset, provide some DX fun. For more information, please visit the website 
spaceweather.sansa.org.za 


Finally, a Diary of some upcoming events: 


This afternoon — The SARL HF CW Contest 
5 September — The West Rand Flea Market 


5 and 6 September — The Region 1 and RSGB SSB Field Days and the GQRP 
Club Online Convention 


7 September — Settlers Day, the arrival of the 1820 Settlers 200 years ago and 
work ZS1820S 


12 September — The SARL On-line VHF Workshop 

12 and 13 September — The SARL National Field Day 
15 September — The Highway ARC meeting 

16 September —The SARL 80 m Wednesday Club Sprint 
19 September — European SOTA Day 


19 and 20 September — The All Africa DX Contest and the SARL VHF/UHF 
Digital Contest 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main story: 


The last of the SARL HF Contests is the CW Contest and will be on the air 
from 14:00 to 17:00 UTC this afternoon with activity on 80, 40 and 20 metres. 
The exchange is an RST report and a serial number starting at 001. Turn to 
page 35 of the 2020 Blue Book for the rules. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 Central African Time. The program can be 
heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side- 
band from Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 Central African Time on 3 620 kHz. We welcome 
your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these by e-mail 
to artoday Qsarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


